
ELECTRIC CARS IN IRELAND 
– a brief history and a bright future



Why aren’t more people 
buying electric cars?

There are many advantages 

to owning an electric vehicle 

(EV) or a hybrid yet people 

seem reluctant to buy them. 

Why? And what does the 

future hold for EV sales in 

Ireland? Sean McBrien, Head 

of Motor Sector, Business 

Banking, Bank of Ireland, 

examines the subject.

Some of us may once have dreamed of 
owning Doc Brown’s De Lorean in Back 
to the Future. Just remember the sheer 
economy of the car - capable of being 
powered by anything from potato peelings 
to plutonium - not to mention its ability to 
travel through time. 

Current trends point to a slightly less 
exciting, but nonetheless revolutionary, 
future for the worldwide motor industry, in 
the shape of electric vehicles (EVs). 

EVs are set to become main-stream, 
particularly in urban areas, over the next 
ten years. Some of the reasons for this 
include alluring car models from new 
manufacturers like Tesla (think of the 
beautiful Model X), the keener pricing of 
EVs, more favourable tax breaks and other 
incentives for drivers, ongoing advances 
in technology, not to mention the need to 
curb global CO2 emissions.  

Despite these positive factors, wide-scale 
adoption hasn’t happened yet in most 
countries. It certainly hasn’t happened in 
Ireland and the question remains – why? 

Why aren’t more electric cars 
being sold despite all the 
‘benefits’? 

According to the head of ecars at ESB, 
Gareth Davis, currently there are over 
4,500 battery electric vehicles (BEVs) 
and PHEVs (plug-in “hybrid” electric 
vehicles) on the island of Ireland. “These 
figures include imports as well as new 
registrations,” says Davis. “As with any 
new technology it takes time for consumer 
acceptance and that’s why Government 
intervention is necessary to kick-start the 
market.”

Davis says a range of affordable policy 
incentives have been the major driver of 
EV adoption in countries such as Norway 
(+110,000 EVs); the UK (+100,000); and 
the Netherlands (+110,000). 

“A three year period with free parking 
while drivers charge, and reduced tolls, 
along with an information campaign on 
the benefits of EVs, could have a dramatic 
impact on EV sales in Ireland,” suggests 
Davis. 

The potential ‘tipping points’ for wider 
adoption are many. “Policy changes, 
coupled with the rapid advancement in 
battery and car technology, could see a 
major shift in consumer behaviour,” says 
Davis.

Nissan Ireland, the country’s biggest 
seller of EVs, says more needs to be done 
to encourage drivers to buy EVS. 

Ireland will fall short of the 
Government’s target of 20,000 electric 
vehicles on Irish roads by 2020 and Brian 
Purcell from Nissan says if Ireland is serious 
about meeting emissions targets, it has to 
incentivise people even further. 

“In Norway, for example, EV drivers 
can use bus lanes and get free passage 
through tolls and on ferries. Also, Ireland 
could follow the UK’s lead by making EVs 
exempt from BIK on company cars. This 
incentive for company cars has worked 
very well and would prove a significant 
tipping point for wider EV use in Ireland.” 

Tom Cullen, director of the Society of 
the Irish Motor Industry (SIMI), agrees 
that the tipping point will arrive with 
further incentives, but also if more people 
actually experience EVs. “We support 
the government’s drive to have more 

Sean McBrien

There are over 4,500 battery 
electric vehicles (BEVs) and 
PHEVs (plug-in “hybrid” electric 
vehicles) on the island of Ireland.



car-sharing schemes around the country 
and I think once more people drive an 
EV, or experience one, adoption rates will 
increase.”

Cullen says more incentives will help to 
generate EV sales but mass adoption will 
happen ‘organically’.

“As with anything new, there will come 
a tipping point. When EVs are the same 
price as standard cars, we can expect 
widespread adoption. The fact that there 
are now so many more options also helps. 
A few years ago there was just the Nissan 
Leaf, now most manufacturers have very 
good EV models. This will encourage 
uptake.”

Range anxiety, taxes and the 
urban/rural divide

However, ‘range anxiety’ remains a big 
issue for drivers, particularly those who 
drive or commute long distances every 
day. (Range anxiety is the fear that an 
electric vehicle has insufficient range to 
reach its destination without a recharge, so 
stranding the occupants.)

Then there’s the time it takes to recharge 
an EV, particularly if a longer journey is 
involved. If a driver has to wait to charge 
their car, midway between Cork and 
Dublin, it adds significantly to the journey 
time. If one or more cars are in the queue 
before them at a charging point, this 
adds even more time to the journey. And 
if you are hoping to return to Cork the 
same day, even more time will be spent on 
recharging on the home leg.

While there may be a network of 1,200 
charge points around the country, if mass 
adoption of EVs takes place, a question 
occurs – is 1,200 enough to satisfy the 
needs of drivers? 

The other significant roadblock to mass 
EV adoption lies with the government. 
Mass adoption of EVs would have 
a negative impact of tax revenues, 
particularly revenues from VRT, road tax 
and duties on fuel (especially petrol and 
diesel). 

The average road tax on a combustion 

engine car is €600 while the road tax on 
EVs is just €120. In the first half of 2017 
VAT and VRT revenues on cars in Ireland 
was €961 million. Where would the 
government recoup such revenues if tens 
of thousands of people suddenly went out 
and bought EVs? Not to mention replacing 
the considerable revenues from excise 
duties on fuel. In 2016, close to €3bn 
was collected from this source. The huge 
amount of revenue from motor sources, 
and the difficulties in replacing it, could 
go a long way to explaining our apparent 
lack of progress on EVs. Replacing lost fuel 
excise alone (if you are recharging an EV at 
home, you won’t be able to distinguish at 
the socket whether electricity was for EV 
or “normal” domestic use) would require 
annual motor tax of €1,200  a year (based 
on current fuel tax take of €3bn  and  a 
vehicle fleet of 2.5 million vehicles). Some 
see a strong argument for opting for 
road congestion pricing as an alternative 
to a hike in motor tax: essentially, urban 

road users would be charged for using 
their EVs in urban locations during peak 
periods, while rural road users would not 
be charged, or charged less, for distances 
travelled. But a move to congestion 
pricing would likely be unpopular and 
Government would have to work hard 
to sell the benefits and fairness of this 
approach to motorists

Another factor to be taken into account 
is the wide difference between urban and 
rural users of EVs. As we saw earlier, the 
average journey in a city is well suited 
to an EV’s range. However, the average 
rural driver, faced with regular, longer-
distance driving, will, naturally enough, 
have greater range anxiety than his urban 
counterpart. For the rural motorist, it 
is likely that a hybrid vehicle will have 
most appeal, at least until there is an 
appreciable step-up in EV range, which is 
predicted to happen by 2025, on the basis 
of current trends and breakthroughs in 
battery technology. 

Electric car sales in Ireland – 2012 to 2017
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New EV registrations rose by 70% 
between 2014 and 2015, with over 
550,000 vehicles being sold globally in 
2015. The two largest markets (by far) are 
China and the USA, which between them 
accounted for over 50% of all new EVs 
registered in 2015

The sales of EVs are largely concentrated 
in eight markets, which account for 
around 90% of total sales: China, the 
United States, the Netherlands, Norway, 
the UK, Germany and France. 

The market share of EVs rose above one 
per. cent. in all of these markets, except 
for the US, and reached 23% in Norway 
and nearly 10% in the Netherlands. 
Sales of EVs more than doubled in the 
Netherlands in 2015, while year-on-year 
growth of over 75% was registered in 
France, Germany, the UK, Korea, Sweden 
and India.

In one sense, we have been here before 
with EVs. In the early days of motoring, 
at the beginning of the 20th century, 
it seemed for a time that EVs would 
dominate the internal combustion engine 
(“ICE”) in popularity. 

Electric cars had many advantages over 
petrol or diesel-fuelled cars, not least less 
vibration, less noxious smells and much 
less noise. Electric cars were especially 
popular with female motorists, as they 
did not require laborious hand-cranking 
to start the engine, nor did they require 
gear changes. And, in an age before the 
development of the modern road network, 
most journeys were over small distances, 
ideally suited to the limited range of 
electric cars.

Some notable motoring pioneers 
experimented with electric cars, including, 
famously, Dr Ferdinand Porsche who 
produced an all-electric car in 1898. 

At one point, fully one-third of the 
motor cars found on the streets of New 
York, Boston and Chicago were electrically 
powered. In 1900, some 38% of US 
automobiles were powered by electricity, 
40% by steam, and the balance by 
gasoline. Even Henry Ford, manufacturer 
of the first mass transportation vehicle 
– the Model T Ford – powered by the 
internal combustion engine, experimented 
with electric cars.

It all came down to economies 
of scale 

The failure to effectively solve the battery 
question contributed to the rise of the 
internal combustion engine, a legacy 
which we live with today. 

Back in the early 1900s, electric cars 
had a range of 30-40 miles, adequate for 
most city motorists. In contrast, a Model T. 
Ford offered a range of around 210 miles, 
based on a standard tank of ten gallons.

Significant other developments were to 
spur on the internal combustion engine, 
relative to electric cars, including the 
discovery of new oil fields, which reduced 
the price of gasoline, along with the 
invention, in 1912, of the electric starter 
motor, which eliminated the need for 
hand-cranking the engine. 

Henry Ford also played a major part, 
with his successful introduction of mass-
production techniques putting a standard 
petrol motor car (costing $500-$800) 
within the price range of many Americans, 
in contrast to the bespoke, often opulent, 
electric cars selling in the range of $1,800 
and upwards. 

EVs retreated to the pages of history 
and “might-have-beens”, with occasional 

attempts to revive driver interest in them. 
EVs persisted in niche areas such as golf 
carts and the electric floats used in milk 
delivery rounds in Ireland up until the 
1980s. Such niche use, in turn, helped to 
create an outside-the-mainstream image 
for EVs, which has proved difficult to 
dispel. 

The time is ripe for a comeback 

Now, following various attempts by 
various manufacturers, governments and 
legislatures, EVs look to make another 
comeback and this time, EVs are likely to 
become a dominant, if not the dominant 
force, on our roads. 

Since 2000, the number of EVs on 
the road has increased dramatically. 
Worldwide, the EV stock reached 1.26 
million in 2016, a hundredfold increase on 
the 2010 level. 

Where did it all go ‘wrong’?  

Henry Ford and the electric car
When Henry Ford drove his Quadricycle through the streets of Detroit back in 
1896, he was employed by the Detroit Edison Illuminating Company, founded 
by Thomas Edison, the prolific American inventor of the light bulb, the 
phonograph and the motion picture camera.

Later on that year, at a convention of Edison companies, Ford met Edison, 
who encouraged him in his dream of building a internal combustion powered 
automobile. The two became firm friends until Edison’s death in 1931. 

Ford and Edison collaborated for a while on an experimental electric car. 
Difficulties associated with the battery technology then available (Edison’s 
nickel-iron battery had very high internal resistance and was unsuitable to 
power an electric car, while the alternative, a lead-acid battery was too heavy) 
eventually led to the project’s quiet demise.

Ford showed himself to be a personal supporter of the electric car concept, 
buying an electric car – a Detroit Electric, for his wife Clara, replacing it on 
several occasions right up to 1916, while Edison, unsurprisingly, as befits an 
early electricity pioneer, built a front wheel drive electric car back in the 1890s.



EVs in other countries: 
China, India and Norway

China, which is one of the largest 
car markets in the world, adding two 
million cars a month, has announced 
ambitious plans for one fifth of all cars 
to be fully electric by 2025. Part of its 
motivation is financial. China is wholly 
reliant on oil imports, while another part 
of its motivation is public health. China’s 
rapid industrialisation and urbanisation 
has brought with it serious pollution 
problems, which China wants to address. 
Another factor is China’s environmental 
commitments – China has signed up fully 
to the Paris Accords and must reduce its 
CO2 omissions.

India has even more ambitious plans 
for EVs, committing to having 100% 
electric vehicles by 2030. Like China, its 
motivation is partly economic but public 
health considerations play a major role. 
An estimated 1.2 million Indians die 
from respiratory problems, linked to air 
pollution, each year, with 13 of the 20 
most polluted cities in the world to be 
found within India’s borders. The problem 
is expected to grow even worse, in the 
coming decade, given India’s increasing 
prosperity and growing car usage, unless 

the authorities take corrective actions now.
Finally, Norway is the clear electric vehicle leader in Europe, with about 110,000 electric 

vehicles in the hands of its citizens. Norway has also opened the world’s largest fast-
charging station, which can charge up to 28 vehicles in about half an hour.

India has even more 

ambitious plans for 

EVs, committing 

to having 100% 

electric vehicles by 

2030. 



Buying an EV – the financial incentives

Currently, someone buying an approved EV is entitled to a €5,000 reduction 
in the VRT payable on an EV. Budget 2017 extended the VRT reliefs on Battery 
Electric Vehicles to 2021 and on Plugin Hybrid Electric Vehicles to the end of 
2018.

The Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland will also give a further €5,000 
grant towards the purchase of an EV. Funding of €5m has been allocated for 
this scheme. With a list price of an EV ranging from €11,500 (for a Reva) to 
€110,000 (for the Tesla Model X), these are valuable concessions.

An EV owner will pay the lowest annual rate of motor tax -€120 - and would 
also benefit from free parking in many locations around the country. 

Electricity is provided by a public network of 1,200 charge-points installed by 
ESB, on a North-South basis. Currently, there are no charges for using the public 
network.

AN EV TASKFORCE

A taskforce has been established which is examining other methods of 
incentivising the use of EVs. Among the areas being examined, are changes to 
grant and VRT levels, reduced charges or exemptions from tolls, benefit-in-kind 
(BIK) relief and EV access to bus lanes.

There are many reasons why Ireland is a 
good country for EVs, including: 
1. Official government commitment to 

supporting EVs. There are generous tax 
and grant incentives to buy an EV. 

2. The size of the island, with a maximum 
distance of 486 km on a North-South 
basis and 275 km on an East-West 
basis, putting many journeys within 
the operating range of EVs without 
requiring recharging. Ireland is also 
relatively flat, so you are unlikely to drain 
your battery traversing mountainous 
terrain.

3. A high concentration of the population 
within relatively few urban locations. 
According to the 2016 Census of 
Population, some 63% of Irish people 
live within urban areas and this is 
predicted to grow in the coming years. 

4. The RoI has a single electricity network 
operator, which makes the job of 
installing and maintaining a national 
recharging infrastructure simpler. 
Altogether, there are 1,200 public 
recharging points across the island of 
Ireland. 

5. Ireland’s mild climate is suited to electric 
vehicles and moderate battery usage, 
with an average winter temperature 
is 7°C and an average summer 
temperature is 15°C. This means that 
less of a battery’s power is required to 

provide car heating in winter or to cool 
air during summer. 

6. A relatively high degree of home 
ownership in Ireland means that many 
people in Ireland have the space to have 
home charging points for their EVs.

7. A growing proportion of our electricity 
needs are being met from renewable 
sources (around 27% in 2015), which 
means that we will be able to readily 
re-charge EVs while reducing CO2 
emissions. 

However, there are other factors at 
play shaping EV take-up rates, not least 
customer perceptions and attitudes. 

Let’s look now at some of the individual 
drivers of take-up and assess how well or 
not Ireland is performing, relative to other 
countries, and see what lessons we might 
learn from them. 

1. Government policy

Government has a major role to play 
in shaping the take up of EVs, not 
least because Ireland’s environmental 
commitments means that we have to 
substantially reduce pollution emissions, 
or face major fines from the European 
Commission for not doing so.

Back in 2008, Ireland set an initial 
target of converting 10% of its passenger 
and light commercial vehicle stock to EVs 
by 2020 (c. 230,000 vehicles). However, 
the initial uptake of EVs was much lower 
than expected, so the 230,000 EV target 
was revised downward to 50,000 in the 
2014 National Energy Efficiency Action 
Plan. This target was revised downward 
again to 20,000 EVs by 2020 in the 
National Policy framework on Alternative 
Fuel Infrastructure for Transport.

Despite a number of incentives in place, 
the overall uptake remains low. 

“Soft incentives such as no BIK on 
electric company cars would play a huge 
role in further EV adoption in Ireland,” 
says Brian Purcell of Nissan Ireland. 
“People think of EVs as something that 
will happen in the future but the future is 
here, it’s now. We just need to do more 
in terms of encouraging people to drive 
EVs,” he concludes.

Progress in Ireland

63% of Irish people live within urban areas



RUNNING COSTS OF AN EV – a comparison

The information on running costs of different vehicles, below, comes from the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland website.  
The example covers the yearly fuel cost for a battery powered electric vehicle (“BEV”), a petrol fuelled car and a diesel fuelled 
car. 

The vehicle is assumed to cover a total of 16,000 km a year, and consume the following amount of energy/fuel:

2. Running and servicing costs

Next, let’s look at the costs of running an EV, compared to the cost of a conventional  car.

BEV Petrol Diesel

Combined fuel efficiency 1.5l/100km 7 l/100km 5l/100km

Annual Fuel requirement 2,500 kWH 1,120 litres 800 litres

Energy prices per unit (€)
Urban 24 hr = 0.16 kWh
Nightsaver* = 0.08kWH 1.31 per litre 1.25 per litre

Annual fuel cost (€)
Urban = 384
Nightsaver = 203

1,467 1,000

Note that if consumer switches tariff from a 24 hr Urban to a Nightsaver rate, the standing charge and day rate prices of electricity 
will rise.

•	 The	average	costs	for	energy	for	the	BEV	range	from	
8.46c to 16c per kWh (depending on whether the 
cheaper nightsaver rate is used to charge the BEV), 
while for conventional equivalents, the cost of petrol is 
assumed to be 131c per litre and the cost of diesel 125c 
per litre.

•	 Based	on	these	figures,	a	BEV	would	cost	between	

€203-€384 a year to charge, while an equivalent petrol 
or diesel car would cost €1,467 or €1,000 to fuel, 
respectively.

•	 Annual	fuel	savings	from	using	a	BEV,	versus	a	petrol	
fuelled car are (€1,264) and versus a diesel powered car  
(€797).

EVs also score well in relation to servicing 
costs compared to ICE. One of the huge 
differences between an EV and an ICE 
is the relative simplicity of the electric 
motor, compared to the thousands of parts 
involved in an internal combustion engine. 
This means that EVs are cheaper to service 
and maintain. 

A study by the Institute for Automotive 

Research (IFA) in Germany concluded that 
EVs cost 35% less to maintain than their 
ICE rivals. Not alone are EV motors simpler 
with much fewer parts, EVs are also frugal 
on consumables like brake pads, which 
tend to last longer in EVs compared to ICE 
rivals. 

A service for a Nissan Leaf EV is 
estimated to cost around €120, compared 

to an estimated cost of €190 to service an 
ICE equivalent.

Tom Cullen of the SIMI says 
manufacturers and dealers don’t see 
servicing facilities as an issue. “Mechanics 
are constantly being upskilled so when 
dealers see wider adoption rates, they will 
invest in service facilities for EV drivers. The 
market is led by what its customers do.”



3. Batteries – slowing the 
charge to EVs?

Many people are concerned that the 
batteries in EVs simply won’t give them the 
required distances they need. Does there 
need to be a greater public awareness 
campaign to alleviate the ‘range anxiety’ in 
drivers’ minds? 

“Yes, we believe there are 
misconceptions out there on the 
performance and driving range of EVs,” 
says Gareth Davis, head of ecars at ESB. 
“There are a number of EVs with a real 
life driving range of 200km or more 
and many more with longer ranges are 
expected later this year.“ (According 
to the 2016 National Travel Survey, the 
average car journey in Ireland was 14.7 
km, with the average journey in Dublin 
being 9.8 km, and nationally (excluding 
Dublin) 17.1 km). “Battery prices, the 
most expensive component of an EV, are 
falling dramatically and, with that, so is the 
price of the car. So you are starting to see 
prices come down and the driving range 
getting longer, which we believe will have 
a significant impact on sales.”

A fast charge point can re-charge an EV 
to 80% in as little as 25 minutes, meaning 
that range anxiety could be addressed with 
the roll-out of more fast charge points, as 
well as continuing improvements in battery 
technology. 

“There is an opportunity for more 
public awareness about EV performance, 
the charge point network, the potential 
savings for consumers and the societal 
benefits that EVs can bring such as 
improved air quality and reduced 
greenhouse gas emissions. The car 
manufacturers will play an important 

role in spreading this message to a wider 
audience,” suggests Davis. 

For some, however, ‘range anxiety’ 
remain a significant issue. Why? The 
answer is straightforward. A typical long-
distance commuter (say someone who 
commutes from Cavan to Dublin and back 
every day) would have to recharge their EV 
at least twice a day. Can this driver easily 
fit the re-charge time into what is probably 
an already busy day? If this driver wants to 
be ‘greener’, a hybrid vehicle is likely to be 
the better option. 

As EVs start to take-off, we can expect 
that this is most likely to occur first in 
urban locations, with typically smaller 
travel distances and easier access to charge 
points. And as more and more EVs are 
seen in everyday use, the more accepting 
urban motorists will become about using 
one. Outside urban locations, EVs are likely 
to be adopted more slowly. With a less 
dense charge point network and longer 
distances to be travelled, rural drivers, 
initially at least, are more likely to opt for 
hybrid vehicles in preference to EVs. As the 
underlying battery technology improves 
and range becomes less of an issue, then 
rural drivers are likely to start to shift 
towards EVs. 

4. Recharging infrastructure

In the early days of motoring, motorists 
often had to carry supplies of petrol as 
there was not an established network of 
filling stations. A similar issue potentially 
confronted early adopters of EVs – where 
and how to recharge a battery. 

EVs may be charged at home. Currently, 
close to 90% of Irish EV charging is 
carried out at home, a figure higher than 
continental Europe, where drivers do not 
have as ready access to driveways and 
private car parking spaces. 

An EV motorist may also use any of the 
public charging points located across the 
island of Ireland. Fast-charge points are 
located every 50km on all major inter-
urban routes. However, if you are living in 
a rural area, how far do you have to travel 
to use such fast charge points? 

The EV network compares with 1,786 
conventional filling stations in 2016, 
serving around 2.5 million cars and trucks. 
That year, according to ESB ecars, the 
public charging network was used over 
140,000 times to recharge EVs.

An obvious question is how many more 
charge points, and in particular fast charge 
points, will be required to fuel the large 
numbers of EVs being sought? This is an 
area in which, helpfully, Europe has set out 
standards. A directive on alternative fuels 
recharging and infrastructure suggests that 
there should be at least ‘one recharging 
point per 10 cars’. The recommendation 
is considered inappropriate for Irish 
circumstances, by officials here, given the 
ready access to private charging facilities.

A fast charge point can  
re-charge an EV to 

80% in as little as  
25 minutes



A common gripe for EV users is arriving at a public charge 
point to find that the parking space is occupied by an ICE 
vehicle or an EV which is simply parked and not being re-
charged – the so-called “icing” phenomenon. 

Revisions to road traffic/parking legislation are being 
considered to deal with this new phenomenon.

Also, the ESB can now monitor, in real-time, the availability 

of the charge point network and remotely operated charge 
point units. It can also carry out fault diagnoses and repair.

When drivers plug in their EVs, and others disconnect and 
continue their journeys, a “live” charge point map, available 
via phone app/online, continuously updates the availability of 
charge points, directing motorists to their nearest available 
point.

Access to charge points  
– the “icing” problem

5. Car manufacturers

There is clear evidence that car 
manufacturers are taking the challenge 
of EVs seriously, and are now committing, 
in various ways and to varying degrees, 
to including EVs as part of their future 
growth plans. The actions being taken 
are a significant step-up from producing 
so-called “compliance” cars to meet 
government targets for EVs but represent 
instead a substantial financial and strategic 
commitment to EVs.

Some, such as VW and Toyota are 
significantly reducing the role of diesel in 
their future growth plans. VW has stated 

that it wants one in four cars made by 
it to be electric by 2025. Others, like 
Hyundai, are substantially investing in 
hybrid vehicles, while others, like Nissan 
are opting for a bolder strategy still and 
placing their bets firmly on the rapid 
growth of EVs. And new manufacturers 
like Tesla, show the potential that 
there is to grow rapidly in a developing 
market niche that may yet replace the 
conventional car market. The boldest 
move so far, comes from Volvo, which has 
announced that from 2019, every Volvo it 
launches will have an electric motor. Volvo 
will introduce a portfolio of electrified cars 
across its model range, embracing fully 

electric cars, plug-in hybrid cars and mild 
hybrid cars. Altogether, Volvo plans to 
launch five fully electric cars between 2019 
and 2021, three of which will be Volvo 
models and two of which will be high 
performance electrified cars from Polestar, 
Volvo performance car arm. These will 
help realise Volvo’s objective of selling one 
million electrified cars by 2025.

Yet despite these undoubted strategic 
moves, there is a lingering suspicion 
that some conventional manufacturers 
are being slow to embrace EVs, not 
least because of concerns that they will 
cannibalise the sales of ICE.



We seem set to embark on a second 
motoring revolution, with EVs playing a 
leading, if not the leading role. 

How quickly other types of car 
are displaced by EVs will depend on 
several factors, not least environmental 
considerations and how quickly diesel 
engines, in particular, are phased out in 
response to concerns over NOx levels.

Recent research from leading investment 
bank, UBS, suggests that the cost of 
owning an electric car will fall to the same 
level as petrol-powered cars by 2018. By 
2025, manufacturers are predicted to 
make 5% margins on EVs (the same as 
they make from conventional vehicles 
today), and EVs will account for 14% of 
global car sales. But even this view may be 
too conservative, given widely announced 
plans by China and India, both with fast 

growing car fleets, to pursue an EV-based 
future. 

Governments may also experiment 
with harder measures to wean motorists 
off their dependence on the internal 
combustion engine. Recently, France and 
the UK announced plans to ban new petrol 

The UK has announced 

plans to ban new petrol 

and diesel cars from 2040

and diesel cars from 2040. While this 
might seem a long way off, directionally 
it is a significant signpost for vehicle 
manufacturers to accelerate development 
spend and investment in hybrid and 
electric vehicles. 

There is no doubt that EVs will displace 
combustion engines and become a 
greater, if not the dominant, force in 
private motoring in the coming decades. 
Both environmental logic and engineering 
efficiency are on the side of EVs. There is 
general acceptance that climate change 
is happening and the transport sector 
is a significant contributor to unwanted 
emissions.

How quickly Ireland realises these simple 
facts and successfully adapts remains to be 
seen. One thing is for sure - EVs are here 
to stay and will be a prominent part of 
motoring’s future.

What can we conclude? 


