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What is Ingenuity?
Ingenuity is a programme for experienced 
entrepreneurs (aged 50+) led by ISAX and sponsored 
by Bank of Ireland.

Within the programme there are two options:

• “Business Start Up Programmes”: for people   
 with the expertise and talent who want to set   
 up their own lifestyle or fast growth business   
 run in collaboration with the Local Enterprise   
 Offices ( LEO ) in Dublin City, Fingal and   
 Limerick.  
 
• “Accelerator Programme”: for those already  
 in business ( less than 5 years ) and with    
 ambition to establish a fast- growth    
 internationally trading company and employ  
 fewer than 10 people.

Want to scale up?
Do you have ambitions to take your business to the 
next level? Would you like an opportunity to put your 
lifetime experiences, talents and wisdom to good use 
by exploring the opportunity to scale your business 
and grow it internationally?
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What is the Ingenuity Accelerator 
Programme?

ISAX and DCU Ryan Academy for Entrepreneurship 
have tailored an Accelerator Programme for 20 
experienced entrepreneurs with fewer than 10 
employees. The programme is designed to specifi cally 
address the challenges facing business owners as they 
plan to scale up and includes workshops, bespoke 
mentoring and excellent networking opportunities. 

The Programme runs 1 day a week, over 9 weeks from 
24th March to 26th May 2017 and ends with a fi nale 
event at which each company will pitch to a network of 
investors and mentors. It is run in DCU Ryan Academy 
for Entrepreneurship, Citywest Business Campus, 
Dublin 24 and is sponsored by Bank of Ireland.

The 2017 Ingenuity Accelerator Programme is open for 
applications until 20th February 2017. Applications can 
be made on-line at : info.isax.ie/ingenuity-accelerator-
application. For more information call 061 317578.
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Testimonials from Ingenuity 2016 
Graduates
”It’s a tremendous course with great content. We 
learned so much about building a business in just 8 
weeks, it’s incredible! Everything from building a plan, 
advertising and presenting was covered and I found it 
all very helpful in building my business plan.” 

Kathy Irwin

“One of the things I loved most about the course 
was the learning from each other and the generous 
sharing of contacts and expertise. Working with 
others 50+ with the same ambition to start their own 
business was what really made it for me.” 

Michele Munnelly

“The programme itself and its structure were great. It 
wasn’t just a generic programme as ISAX structured 
the course to (the group’s) needs which I found 
fantastic.”

Catriona Pender
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Testimonials from DCU Ryan Academy of 
Entrepreneurship

“High Fliers Programme was by far the best start-up 
programme I’ve participated in. I could better focus 
my business, understand my customer, change my 
business plan according to my product offer and 
customer need. I highly recommend to any women 
who wish to get deep knowledge in business to apply 
to this programme. For me it’s the best in Ireland.”

(2016 participant) Val Allemand, 
Founder SAXA Store

“On a personal level I really believe the Female High 
Fliers was an amazing experience, this was the fi rst 
programme I had completed. What a great bunch 
of people, I participated in one other programme. 
This was a really “magical” experience. Niamh, 
Maura, Afric and the CEO, Eoghan make you feel so 
welcome, there is always an open door (which I made 
use of). Lastly, the mentors - I am still in contact with 
for advice/contacts. There has never been a “no” / 
radio silence. I am so grateful for the experience of 
the Female High Fliers”. 

Mary O’Brien, Co-Founder ,Video Doc

“What makes the Ryan Academy really different is 
their approach, they are giving a tailored experience, 
taking into account the knowledge and skills you 
already possess, so that the training you receive 
takes you to the next level. It gives you context and 
understanding of your environment, coupled with the 
practical skills you need to innovate. The lecturers 
are insightful and have real world experience, the 
staff are thoroughly supportive at all times, and the 
perspectives you’ll be exposed to will open up a 
whole new world of possibilities for you and your 
business”.

Sam Whelan-Curtain
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ISAX ( Ireland Smart Ageing Exchang ) is a membership led network of industry, 
academia and government agencies focused on fast-tracking the R&D and 
commercialization of innovations to enhance the lives of people aged 50+

Dublin City   Fingal   Limerick




